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AGRICULTURAL SUMMARY

Farmers had another good week for field activities
with harvest of corn and soybeans winding up in
most areas.   There are still a few wet spot in fields
delaying corn harvest in the southern regions,
according to the Indiana Agricultural Statistics
Service.  Many farmers were able to finish seeding
winter wheat last week.  Fall tillage is gaining
momentum as farmers complete harvesting of fields.
Corn harvest is about 3 days behind last year’s pace
and 5 days behind average.  Soybean harvest is
about 1 day ahead of  last year and on par with the
average pace.  Tobacco stripping is progressing well
in the south.

FIELD CROPS REPORT

There were 5.2 days suitable for fieldwork.
Eighty-three percent of the corn acreage is
harvested compared with 88 percent last year and
91 percent for the average.  By area, 80 percent of
the corn acreage is harvested in the north, 86
percent in the central region and 81 percent in the
south.  Moisture  content of harvested corn is
averaging about 18 percent.  

Ninety-seven percent of the soybean acreage is
harvested compared with 96 percent last year and
97 percent for the average.  By area, 99 percent of
the soybean acreage is harvested in the north, 98
percent in the central region and 91 percent in the
south.  Moisture  content of harvested soybeans is
averaging about 12 percent. 

Ninety-nine percent of the winter wheat acreage is
seeded compared with 97 percent last year and 98
percent for the average.  By area, 100 percent of the
winter wheat is seeded in  the north, 100 percent in
the central region and 99 percent in the south.
Ninety percent of the winter wheat acreage has
emerged compared with 88 percent last year and 87
percent for the average.  Winter wheat condition is
rated 78 percent good to excellent compared with 65
percent a year earlier.

Other activities during the week were moving grain to
market, chopping corn stalks, spreading fertilizer and
lime, cleaning up and repairing equipment, tiling
fields, stripping tobacco, hauling manure and taking
care of livestock.

LIVESTOCK, PASTURE AND RANGE REPORT

Pasture condition remains good due to the recent
rain and warm temperatures.   Livestock are in
mostly good condition. 

CROP PROGRESS TABLE

Crop
This

Week
Last

Week
Last

 Year
5-Year

Avg
Percent

Corn Harvested 83 68 88 91
Soybeans Harvested 97 93 96 97
Winter Wheat Planted 99 94 97 98
Winter Wheat Emerged 90 74 88 87

CROP CONDITION TABLE

Crop
Very
Poor

Poor Fair Good
Excel-

lent
Percent

Winter Wheat 1 2 19 67 11

SOIL MOISTURE & DAYS SUITABLE FOR FIELDWORK TABLE

This
Week

Last
Week

Last
Year

Percent
Topsoil
  Very Short 0 0 4
  Short  5 6 11
  Adequate  86 83 67
  Surplus 9  11 18
Subsoil
  Very Short 3 4  13
  Short    9   10   27
  Adequate  82 78 56  
  Surplus 6     8 4

Days Suitable     5.2 5.1 4.3
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Crop Progress

Other Agricultural Comments And News

Strip Tillage Lays Groundwork For Spring Planting, Specialist Says 

WEST LAFAYETTE, Ind. – When it comes to preparing
a field for planting, farmers usually fall into one of two
camps: those who till it all, and those who leave it all
untilled.

There is a middle ground, so to speak, between
conventional tillage and no-till systems.  Strip tillage is
catching on across Indiana and other Corn Belt states,
said Tony Vyn, Purdue University Cooperative
Extension Service cropping systems specialist.

"In Indiana alone, we had at least 150,000 acres of strip-
till corn grown in 2003," Vyn said.  "My guess is that
strip-till acres are growing at the rate of 25 percent per
year."

Strip-till combines the soil drying and warming benefits
of conventional tillage with the soil-protecting
advantages of no-till, Vyn said.  In addition, corn grown
in a strip-till system consistently yields as well as corn
grown in a conventional-till system and can yield better
than no-till corn crops planted on the same date, he
said.

Soybeans also can be grown in a strip-till system,
although no-till remains the preferred planting method.
More than 3 million acres of soybeans are grown no-till
annually in Indiana.

Vyn and other Purdue researchers have examined
strip-till for the past decade.  They've concluded that
strip-till provides a host of planting pluses.

"The key advantages of strip-till compared to no-till are

that strip tillage enables the soil to warm up faster and
dry out sooner in the intended row zone," Vyn said.
"This means much more planting flexibility in the spring.
A strip-till corn farmer will be able to plant their corn
sooner in the spring, giving them the potential to
complete planting before the yield loss associated with
delayed planting starts to take effect.

"Strip tillage also has the big advantage of retaining
residue cover.  With strip tillage, we maintain two-thirds
– and sometimes three-quarters – as much residue as
we do with an undisturbed no-till soil.  So f rom a
conservation tillage point of view, strip tillage is almost
as effective as a pure, undisturbed no-till."

Like its name implies, strip-till involves plowing raised,
narrow strips from one end of a field to the other.  The
raised strips, or berms, should be 3-4 inches high and
10-12 inches wide.  Strip-till is normally done for crops
planted in 30-inch rows.  The soil on either side of the
berms remains untouched.

Farmers perform strip-till operations in the fall, following
harvest.  By the time spring rolls around the berms
have settled to a height of about 1-2 inches. Seed is
planted directly into the strip rows.

"The ideal timing for strip tillage depends somewhat on
where the farm is located, in terms of northern Corn
Belt or southern Corn Belt," Vyn said.  "In our region of
the central Corn Belt, it is generally recommended that
we do not start strip tillage before about Oct. 10 or so,

(Continued on Page 4)



Weather Information Table

Week ending Sunday November 9, 2003
                                                                                 
                | Past Week Weather Summary Data |        Accumulation           
                |               |           |    |      April 1, 2003 thru       
 Station        |      Air      |           | Avg|       November 9, 2003        
                |  Temperature  |  Precip.  |4 in| Precipitation   |GDD Base 50oF
                |   |   |   |   |      |    |Soil|      |     |    |     |
                |Hi |Lo |Avg|DFN|Total |Days|Temp|Total | DFN |Days|Total| DFN   
Northwest (1)   |                                |
Chalmers_5W     |79  19   48  +2   0.36    2   52|39.89 +14.40   79  3019  -205
Valparaiso_AP_I |73  20   45  -1   0.78    2     |27.50  -0.71   81  2831  -119
Wanatah         |73  17   44  +0   0.76    3   53|29.18  +2.26   92  2596  -198
Wheatfield      |74  16   45  +2   0.90    3     |38.21 +12.44   78  2870   +22
Winamac         |75  19   46  +2   0.43    2   49|32.74  +6.75   85  2814  -126
North Central(2)|                                |
Plymouth        |77  19   47  +2   1.01    4     |29.38  +2.55   86  2730  -370
South_Bend      |73  18   45  +0   0.85    3     |26.49  +0.20   84  2881   -24
Young_America   |79  21   48  +5   0.28    2     |35.26  +9.86   77  3017   -20
Northeast (3)   |                                |
Columbia_City   |77  19   46  +3   0.37    3   48|32.35  +7.02   94  2750   -19
Fort_Wayne      |76  20   48  +4   0.10    2     |34.21 +11.02   79  2856  -197
West Central (4)|                                |
Greencastle     |79  21   47  +0   0.21    3     |37.18  +8.02   80  2870  -599
Perrysville     |79  19   48  +3   0.39    1   55|30.64  +3.59   73  3253   +41
Spencer_Ag      |78  24   48  +3   0.12    2     |34.78  +5.75   94  3187   -46
Terre_Haute_AFB |79  21   48  +1   0.34    2     |27.50  +0.02   68  3405   -37
W_Lafayette_6NW |78  17   48  +3   0.24    2   52|32.45  +6.80   82  3098   +60
Central (5)     |                                |
Eagle_Creek_AP  |77  24   48  +2   0.09    1     |31.86  +6.16   77  3307   -98
Greenfield      |79  22   49  +4   0.03    2     |36.49  +8.29   87  3086  -183
Indianapolis_AP |78  25   50  +4   0.07    2     |37.43 +11.73   79  3418   +13
Indianapolis_SE |78  23   48  +2   0.05    1     |32.76  +6.31   76  3127  -271
Tipton_Ag       |76  20   49  +6   0.12    1   56|38.37 +11.79   80  2842   -95
East Central (6)|                                |
Farmland        |77  18   49  +5   0.00    0   50|34.75  +9.47   75  2935   +72
New_Castle      |75  21   48  +4   0.05    1     |33.26  +6.13   70  2552  -384
Southwest (7)   |                                |
Evansville      |80  28   53  +4   0.19    2     |26.08  -0.20   77  3959   -17
Freelandville   |79  27   51  +4   0.11    2     |32.88  +5.65   73  3560    +0
Shoals          |81  25   51  +4   0.11    2     |33.77  +4.20   82  3497   +44
Stendal         |80  28   53  +5   0.16    1     |29.13  -0.02   66  3762   +33
Vincennes_5NE   |81  26   52  +5   0.23    3   54|34.00  +6.77  100  3647   +87
South Central(8)|                                |
Leavenworth     |77  28   53  +5   0.21    3     |33.34  +3.57  103  3562  +134
Oolitic         |78  25   50  +4   0.46    3   52|34.19  +5.73   87  3323   +44
Tell_City       |80  34   56  +7   0.21    1     |32.27  +2.53   72  4143  +285
Southeast (9)   |                                |
Brookville      |81  26   51  +6   0.25    1     |30.63  +3.36   79  3347  +245
Milan_5NE       |79  24   51  +6   0.27    3     |37.13  +9.94  116  3214  +112
Scottsburg      |80  25   52  +4   0.20    2     |33.85  +5.80   89  3363  -180
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------
DFN = Departure From Normal (Using 1961-90 Normals Period).
GDD = Growing Degree Days.
Precipitation (Rainfall or melted snow/ice) in inches.
Precipitation Days = Days with precip of .01 inch or more.
Air Temperatures in Degrees Fahrenheit.

Copyright 2003:  AWIS, Inc.  All rights reserved.

The above weather information is provided by AWIS, Inc.
For detailed ag weather forecasts and data visit the AWIS home page at

www.awis.com or call toll free at 1-888-798-9955.



Strip Tillage Lays Groundwork For Spring Planting, Specialist Says (Continued)

because starting too early means that the berms that
we work so hard to achieve may subside too quickly
because of high intensity rainfall in September."
Field conditions also dictate when strip-till operations
begin, Vyn said.
"We also need to pay attention to soil moisture," he
said.  "Soils can be too wet for strip tillage even though
they may still be suitable for a full-width tillage system,
such as that based on moldboard plowing or chisel
plowing, which are considered the conventional tillage
alternatives."
Technology advances have made it easier for farmers
to plant into strip-till rows, Vyn said.  Automatic tractor
steering controlled by Global Positioning System (GPS)
units allow farmers to plant within 1 inch of the berm
center, even at night, he said.  GPS devices also make
it possible for farmers to strip-till fields with tillage
equipment that's only half the width of their row crop
planters.
"Another key feature of strip tillage is that it allows for
fertilizer placement in the strip zone," Vyn said.
"Fertilizer efficiency in both corn and sometimes wide-
row soybean crops may be improved by placement of
fertilizer right into the rooting zone, where the crop is
going to develop the following year.  In some cases
we've found that strip tillage is being done not for the
straight physical effect but for fertilizer banding,
particularly for some of the dry fertilizers like
phosphorous and potassium.  Applying that fertilizer
concentration to the area where extensive roots develop
the following year can result in yield advantages for strip
tillage."

Regardless of whether a farmer favors conventional or
no-till systems, they should be pleased with strip-till
yields, Vyn said.
"Our experience over the last 10 years or so of doing
strip tillage research in the fall has been that corn yields
with strip tillage are similar to those with conventional
tillage, when the experiments are done on reasonably
level soils that are not subjected to extensive erosion
losses," he said.
"The next question might be, 'Are strip tillage yields
better than no-till?'  The answer is yes, strip-till corn
yields have tended to be better than those for no-till,
when corn is planted into high-residue situations, such
as corn after corn or corn after winter wheat.  But
following soybean stubble, the yield advantage with strip
tillage compared to no-till is not a certainty, and may be
most likely in wet spring situations when no-till corn
planting is delayed well past the optimum date."
More information about strip-till is available in Vyn's
article "Strip Tillage Gains Ground and Planting
Flexibility for Corn Producers."  The article appeared in
the Oct. 17 issue of the Purdue Pest and Crop
Newsletter. 
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